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CONFIDENTIAL. ] [No. 48 of 1879. : e 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 29th November 1879, 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


, N | az Pe 
Wo. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. bet ote 4 Dates of papers reosived and examined : 
BenGatt. | 
Monthly. 3 : 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi’’ _... es .». | Calcutta ies 2,100 —_ 
2 |“ Gramvarta Prakéshiké sg ies ... | Comercolly ie 176 | a 
8 | *Sanso ‘6 , ove eee sis Chittagong ie 600 = 
Fortnightly. | 
4 |‘ Purva Pratidhwani”’ ..  ... | Ditto nae a oa 
56 | Rajshahye Samvéd” ... ... — ««» | Rajshahye eae 31 
Weekly. ~ 
6 |‘ Ananda Bazar Patriké” we oe | Caloutta ves 700 | 18 
7 | ‘* Bharat Mihir” va sh ... | Mymensingh ee i ovoaiieee 1078. 
8 |** Bengal Advertiser’... me .». | Calcutta ies 2,000 
9 | “ Bardwdn Sanjivani”’... wee = sees | Bardwan aa 296 
10 |* — hoay dA ae aa ine same na 4 
ll | ** Education ar vee ... | Hooghly ees 45 
12 | * Hindu Hitaishini”’ ae sees | DOCCE ons 300 -- ome. gate 
13 | “* Hindu Ranjika” he as ... | Beauleah, R4éjshahye... 200 
14 |“ Howrah Hitakari” ...  ..  ...| Bethar, Howrah __., 400 
15 66 Medini” see eee eee Midnapore or 250 
16 |‘ Murshidab4éd Pratinidhi” _... .»» | Berhampore io ae os 
17 | “ Navavibhdkar’”’ ies Eup ... | Calcutta | 850 | 24th — ditto. 
18 | 275 
19 
20 
21 
22 | “ Samélochak”’ vas se oa vet 
23. | ‘* Samachar Sar”’ woe nse see | Allahabad ‘si 350 
24 | ‘“ Sanjivant”’ vse oee Ss oe | ME ymensingh vee 260 {17th ditto.’ 
25 |‘Sulabha Saméchér” .., ... — ...| Calcutta | 4,000 | 22nd ditto. 
26 |‘* Sharad Kaumudi” __... ee ... | Bhowanipore cs 300 
Tri-weekly,. 
27 | ‘Samachar Sudhavarshan” _... ... | Calcutta see sins 
Daily. | ) : 
28 |“ Samvid Prabhakar” ... ... ...| Ditto soe 700 | 20th to 25th November 1879. 
29 | ‘*Samvad Purnachandrodaya” ... ...| Ditto ace 300 | 21st to 28th ditto. 
30 | ‘Samachar Chandrika”’ ane | Ditto se 625 | 24th to 27th ditto. 
31 |‘ Banga Vidyé Prakéshiké” ...  ...| Ditto ia 600 | 28rdto 26th _ ditto. 
32 | “ Prabhati” 1 ee | Ditto | seeene «= | BSN to 26th & 27th November 1879. : 
Ene@LIsH anND BENGALI. | 5 
Weekly. ot ae 
33 |‘*Murshidabéd Patriké”... ... _... | Berhampore a 487 oy | : 7 
Eneuisoh anp Urvv. . | ’ a 
34 | “Urdu Guide” sci eee ve 365 : 
En@uiso, Benaati, aND Hinpl. ‘ 
Daily. | 
95:-| Brénéet,” or, The Trader... «| Ditto vs | seovee | 24th to 20th November 1879. 
Hindt. ? | 4 
Weekly. : 
36 | “‘ Beh4ér Bandhu” oe ad ... | Bankipore, Patna _.. §00 
37 ” Bharat Mitra . eee eee oe Calcutta coe 500 
38 ” Jagat Mitra’”’ eee eee eee eee Ditto nee 157 ae 
39 | ** Sar Sudhénidhi”’ a ee 200 2 
PERSIAN. 
* Jaém-Jahén-numé” 


-_ November 17th, 1879. 
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. ( 3 ) 
PoLITICAL. 


We extract the following observations from an article in the Sahachar, 
India governed in the interests of Of the 17th November :—lIt is rumoured that a 


_ party politics. dissolution of Parliament is near at hand, to 


be followed by a general election. Previous to the accession to office of 
the present Ministry, it was but seldom that the Indian public paid any atten- 
tion to party warfare in England. All that, however, bas now changed. 
Lord Beaconsfield rules India with an eye to the exigencies of party. To 
secure the support of Manchester the cotton duties were remitted in utter 
disregard of the protests of the majority of the members of the Viceroy’s 
Council, and of half the members of the Council of the Secretary of State. 
Manchester, however, is not satisfied with the partial remission granted her, 
and Lord Salisbury has therefore, in a recent speech, asked the merchants to 
put forth efforts for a complete abolition of the duties ; so that no one would 
at all be surprised if, one day, Sir John Strachey declared from his seat in 
the Legislative Council that, for the good of India, the cotton duties were 
now completely abolished, and an income tax was imposed instead. We 
have seen so many things done under Lord Beaconsfield’s administration 
that nothing could really be impossible to it. Formerly of any particular 
measure it might be said that the “Government here would not have 


‘the boldness to do it because the authorities in England were not likely 


to approve of it.” We cannot, however, talk any longer with the 
same confidence. The Government of India has ceased to be independ- 
ent, and now finds itself compelled to act under instructions from 
the Ministry. Take the case of the Factory Bill which has been recently 
introduced in the Indian Oouncil. We referred to this Bill once be- 
fore. Noone in this country wants such a measure. The managers of 
factories treat their labourers and artisans with much consideration, and 
are ip turn really loved by them. Considering all circumstances, the rate 
of their wages would seem to be liberal beyond all expectations. They 
are well housed, well clad, and well fed, and most of them possess ornaments 
of gold and silver. No one among them makes any complaint on the score 
of excessive work. Even the merchants in this country have pronounced the 
Bill as perfectly unnecessary. But then Manchester wants it, and the 
Ministry considers it necessary to secure the friendship of her representatives 
in Parliament. The abolition of the cotton duties on the one hand, and the 


‘regulation of the hours of work in the Indian factories on the other, will 


practically lead to the closing of the cloth mills in this country. The public 
understand this. Government too is not unaware of the fact that the 
people comprehend the motives which have led to the framing of the Bill. 
In justice to it, however, we must say that unless pressure had been put 
upon it, the Government of India would never have initiated any such 
legislation. . : 
It is extremely wrong to thus deprive the Government of India of its 
independence and subordinate the administration of this country to the 
exigencies of party in England. The present polity of Lord Beaconsfield 
is calculated to destroy the very prestige for the sake of which the British 
Government sent an army into Central Asia. The people of India have 
always believed that the Government acts with a single eye to its good, and 
that its officers are free in their action from any party bias. We further 
believed that the British Parliament was like an assembly of gods, where 
there could be no injustice. Lord Beaconsfield has, however, materially 
injured this belief. Not one of the memorials we have sent to Parliament 
during the last few years has met with success. Yet every one of them has 
been admitted to be reasonable. This state of things is not certainly 
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desirable. We td to God that the Liberals may return to power. The 
present Ministry has repeatedly wronged this poor country. _ ) 


9. We give below translation of an article in the Sddhdranf, of the _‘ Ss»mauam, 


_ 23rd November, headed Vasudev Balavanta "= 197. 
v Balavanta. ’ 
— 2 _ Phadke:—A study of the autobiography of 

this man produces in the mind mingled feelings of joy and sorrow; and he . 
appears at one moment !n the light of an insane person, at another as. a | a 
true patriot, and yet another moment as a child. Sometimes he appears a 
as an innocent child, totally unversed in the ways of the world; on other 
occasions as one who, while his heart is full of emotions, too deep, 
calm and tender, still does things which are as ludicrous as are the freaks 
ofa madman. His elevated character and broad heart are such as entitle 
him to the regard and esteem of not only the natives of India, but of 
mankind in general. Owing, however, to an error of judgment he has come 


to grief, and in consequence has been sentenced to transportation for life— 
a lamentable end. . 


It is true that the British Government has now-a-days introduced a 
rigorous system of administration which, in different ways, has occasioned 
ouch hardship and heart-burning to the people: it is true that, although 
loyal, they are being falsely charged with disloyalty and thus disgraced : it 
is true that the members of the conquering race have divided among them- 
selves all the highly-paid appointments, thus leaving to the children of the 
soil only the husks: it is true that the down-trodden natives of India are 
suffering from disease, and that they are dying by the hundred thousand 
from starvation or insufficient food; still if, for all these, one were to take 
up arms and go about proclaiming death to Englishmen, we could not 
commend his act or his prudence. Vasudev did this, and Vasudev was 
therefore a fool. 


No one desires the discontinuance of British rule in this country. Of 
course, it is not permissible in us to even utter such a sentiment, Of late 
the British Government has indeed become less favourable to us than 
formerly in the matter of granting us equal privileges with our English 
fellow-subjects, but shall we, on this account, cease to desire its continuance P 
We firmly believe that sooner or later the rulers will come to see their 
mistake, and treat the people just as a father would treat his children. Vasu- 
dev, however, lacked this hope and patience. The woes of India which 
pained his heart have likewise pained the hearts of others, but they believe 
in the mutability of human affairs. They seek to convince the British 
Government of its error and open its eyes to the true state of matters. 
The regeneration of India will not be accomplished by an appeal to arms 
merely. This imprudence, foolishness or madness was the sole blot on the 
character of Vasudev. But it was merely an error of judgment, and for 
this we are not prepared to brand him with such epithets as low, infernal, or 
diabolical, that we might thus play the rd/e of one of the loyally disposed. 
Vasudev has through his folly been convicted of a grave offence, and 
he will pay the penalty in transportation. We are not prepared to put on a 
frowning look or assume airs of piety, manliness, or loyalty over the freaks 
of this singularly mad man; nor do we believe that such conduct on our 
part would lead to any good, whether in this world or the next. We 
write in a language that has been put under the ban by Government 
which has branded our bodies all over with marks of disloyalty. Where 
then is room for fear or hope? Wecan freely assert that Vasudev is not 
@ creature devoid of all moral scruples ; during his whole career as a robber 
he did not oppress any females or any that lacked strength. He has never in 
his life been moved by selfish considerations. A feeling of true patriotism had 
obtained possession of his heart, but the measures which he adopted with 


SaHACHAR, 
November 17th, 1879. 
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a view to benefit his country are, owirig to his lack of judginent, such ag 
ought to be avoided by every intelligent person. Ste AS 
| - Postirc ApmtnistiAtion. 
8. The following is taken from an article in the Sahachar, of the 
17th November :—Now that the cold season 


has come, the Governor-General and the pro- 
vincial Governors have notified their intention 


Tours of Govetnors, Magistrates, 
&c., in the mofussil. 


of making tours through the mofussil. Nothing would be more desirable 


than that the rulers should learn the true state of matters from seeing 
everything for themselves and redress the grievances of the people where 
they found any to exist. But what do they really see in practice? They 
only visit the chief places on the borders of a railway line, and the local 
authorities just make it appear that everything is going on smoothly. 
Their time is spent in balls, feasts, and in making speeches. At the best, the 
Governor visits the Magistrate’s cutcherry, the jail, the dispensary, and occa- 
sionally the schools. Does any ruler take the trouble to find out for himself 
how the great mass of the people are faring ; what the condition of the 
police is; what of the crops ? Does he enquire about the health of the people, 
or their views regarding the Municipal or the License Tax. Durbars are 
indeed occasionally held ; but with the exception of some high officials and 
wealthy persons, do any one else attend them ? What ruler has ever visited 
a village and there conversed with a peasant or a petty trader? What 
ruler has ever made a personal enquiry as to the requirements of any par- 
ticular locality, regarding the place where a road, railway, or a mill should be 
constructed, or where, owing to the silting up of an old channel, the 
inland trade of the locality, as well as the health of the inhabitants, might 
be supposed to have been injured P And yet these are some of the chief 
duties of an Administrator. Where is it given to the people, on the 
occasion of such tours, to make a joint of individual petition to the 


Govetnor? Such petitions are rarely made, and are not successful even 


when they are made; for, according to the rules which regulate the 
conduct of public business, any petitions direct to the Governor are 
not allowed. Even if such are forwarded, the petitioners are told in 
reply to send them “through the proper’ channel.” For information 
tegarding the state of public feeling, the condition of the people; 
public health, the state of the crops, the mode of collecting the taxes, 
and about road and railway communications, the rulers depend on the 
local and the divisional authorities. Whether these latter are doing their 


work satisfactorily, it is not possible for a Governor to find out in the 


course of one or two days. The truth is, for information of all kinds he 
is obliged to depend on the reports submitted by them. If this is so, then 
what is the meaning or the good of these tours? The Governor-General, 
we read, after leaving Simla, will visit Gwalior, Ajmere, Jeypore, Bhurutpore, 
and other places. Now, we would respectfully ask what good will the public 
reap from this measure ? The Maharajah of Scindiah will, of course, spend 
much money obtained from his subjects in giving feasts and in holding 
reviews of his troops. But of what use would that be to the public ? famines, 
wars, or rebellions might indeed require the occasional presence of Viceroys 
in localities where they occurred. But what is the object of the present 
Viceregal tour through the Central Provinces? That it is not connected 
with any scheme of defence for the country is shown by the fact that the 
Commander-in-Chief is not accompanying Lord Lytton. Nor is there any 
famine in these parts. Why then is so much public money being spent 
in travelling allowances? Nobody would, of course, object to Governors 
enjoying an occasional respite from their labours. For some years past, 
however, the period of rest has been somewhat unduly extended. Our 


Bee 
rulers know petfectly well that a residence of nine months in the year 
at Simla is not approved of by any one. The public have always loudly 
protested against it. Following the example of the Viceroy, the Heads 
of local Governments, as well as Divisional Commissioners, have also taken 
to sojourning in the hills. This is an instance of regular wasteful 
expenditure which constitutes an ever-fresh and rankling sore in the 
public mind; and will not these tours through the mofussil go to 
swell its amount? The people protest against these with real 
sorrow; but Government turns a deaf ear to their representations. The 
present administration of India is to someextent treading in the footsteps 
of the old Mahomedan Emperors; while the example of the late Emperor of 
the French is also followed by it in many matters. The Mahomedan Emperors, 
however, often mixed with their subjects when out on such tours, and granted 
instant redress when any grievances were brought to their notice. The 
Governor-General does not know even the language of the people. ‘ The 
French Emperor would quietly abandon any policy if it happened to be 
strongly opposed by the people. Would it not be well if the good 
features of the Imperial policy were adopted along with its bad features ? 
While the rulers desire to exercise an arbitrary authority, and do not 
permit people to speak out their minds, they are again unwilling to concede 
to them the privilege of petitioning Government. Well, this is but 
a cross between the two systems. It is neither a policy which may be 
styled Imperial, nor one which would be followed by a Padishah. It com- 
bines the faults of both without being characterized by the good features 
of either. We hope the Government of India will have the good sense to 
see that it would be well on their part not to do anything which they might 


well do without, and the doing of which but exposes them to the charge of 


extravagance in expenditure. The annual sojournings in the hills and 
these tours have really become reprehensible. 

4. The same paper thus writes in another article headed “An Income 
Tax again.” Petty traders will bless Sir 
Steuart Bayley through whose exertions 
persons whose annual earnings are lessthan Rs. 250 have been exempted 
from liability to the License Tax. Through the favour (?) of the circle 
officers, however,. incomes of people may be made out as having increased. 
But although that may be the case, we find that the Revenue authorities are 
granting remissions to many of the poor. The injury done to those whose 
income is fixed is, however, beyond repair. Barbers, washermen, and all 
those following any particular industry have all raised their rates, and there 
is no probability of their ever reducing them. The prices of food-grains, 
however, may be lowered to the slight extent to which they rose owing to 
the imposition of the License Tax. But this will wholly depend on the state 
of the crops and progress of events in Afghanistan. ee 

An Income Tax is about to be imposed. We are nevertheless glad, 
because, by this means, many of the poor will getexempted. The License 
Tax had produced a fearful amount of discontent among the poorer classes 
of the community, who had not been hitherto given any just ground of 
complaint against the Government. It was therefore wise to exempt them 
from its operation. The writer, who has at the time of writing, only had 
the Press Commissioner’s summary of the Trades and Professions. Bill 
before him, proceeds to make the following remarks :—Considering that 
military officers drawing salaries not exceeding Rs. 6,000 a year have not 
been brought under the purview of this measure, it is but fair that police 
officers should also be exempted. These do not, like the former, receive any 
travelling allowances, although they are obliged to move about constantly. 

€ do not quite understand the meaning of the term “ profession "as used in 
the Bill. The pleaders and mukhtars have now to take out licenses every 


An Income Tax again. 


SaHACHaR, 
November 17th, 1879. 


Awarpa BagaR 
PaTeika, 


November 18th, 1879. 
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ear after paying the prescribed fees. Are they again to be liable to the 
Vises Tax? Here we want to put one question to Sir John Strachey, 
He is about to impose an Income Tax. to raise a revenue of 24 lakhs of 
rupees. -But would this tax have been necessary if the cotton duties had 
not been remitted? It was but last year when, referring to the extremely 
unsatisfactory state of our finances, he observed that 20 lakhs of rupees 
was so insignificant an amount that it mattered little. whether it was 
given away or remainedin the treasury. Why then is Government, now 
that merely a sum of 24 lakhs is in question, bent upon producing a pro- 
found discontent among the people P hy then did it sacrifice a revenue 
of 30 lakhs a year by the reduction of the salt duties in Bengal? This is not 
an idle criticism we are indulging in. ‘We ask Sir John Strachey to test the 
truth of our assertions. Before the reduction of these duties, in a retail shop 
for every seer of salt the price was two annas, while from ten seers and 
upwards the rate was Rs. 4-4 for every maund. Now, after the reduction 
for quantities below ten seers, the price remains what it was before, but 
from ten seers and upwards the rate charged is Rs. 4-2. Thus in practice 
the price of salt has been lowered by two annas for every maund. Even 
this cannot be said of the mofussil, where there has not been any change 
in the price of the article. Sir John Strachey reduced the duty to benefit 
the poor; but we plaimly assert that they have not reaped the least 
benefit from the arrangement. We ask Sir John to personally go 
to the market, where, of course, nothing can remain a secret. If he 
really wants to do something useful, let him forego both the License and 
the Income Taxes, and raise the duty on salt in Bengal by eight annas 
in the maund, and for other parts of India by half thisamount. The people 
will not feel this as a burden. Considering that one has now to pay Rs. 5 
for every maund of rice which formerly cost but Rs. 2, no one would think 
it hard or strange if for every seer of salt he had now to pay a quarter 
of a pice extra. It is a mischievous platitude which condemns the levy- 
ing of any tax on the necessaries life. Is their no duty on sugar levied in 
England? The people of this country have always paid a salt duty which 
is indeed a thousand times better than either an octroi duty or an 
Income Tax. We again beseech Sir John Strachey to act in accordance 
with the wishes of the people, and do not understand: why, in his eagerness 
to maintain a false position, he should inflict so much hardship upon them. 
He would soon be brought to admit the force of our remarks if he 
but took the opinions of the inhabitants of every village. It is but 
easy to carry on the work of administration by employing force. He alone 
is the true statesman who knows how to shape his actions by. the light 
of public opinion. 
5. We take the following observations from an article in the Ananda 
Bazar Patrikd, of the 18th November, headed 
wee on the Civil “ Has it at last come to this ?” Lord Tiytton 
has not opened the door of the Civil Service 
to the natives of this country ; what he has done in this matter will produce 
quite the contrary results. The only effect of the rules now framed by him 


will be that, while on the one hand it will not be possible for native 


youths even to appear at the competitive examinations in England, they 
will not, on the other, be appointed to the service without examination. 
He is about to create a separate Civil Service for the people of this 
country, and the rules made by him in this connection will injure their 
interests in different ways. The East Indians and Eurasians will now for 
the first time be regarded as the natives of this country, and henceforth 
the true children of the soil will be excluded from many appointments of 
which they so long enjoyed a practical monopoly. The lower pay and 
smaller powers which will be granted to a Native Civil Servant will seriously 


¢ 


Ce) 


injure his prestige. The service now to be organized is likely to prove a 
stumbling-block to our advancement, and if it were allowed to become a 
permanent institution, would create a gulf between Europeans and Natives 
as wide and marked as that which separated the Brahmin and the Sudra in 
ancient times in India, ‘the Spartans and the Helots in Greece, and the 
Whites and the Negro slaves in America. It would but foment the 


pride of conquest and contempt towards the people of the country, which 


already exist in the minds of the Europeans, and which have, as in the case 
of the Sepoy Revolt, led to fearful consequences. 

6. The same paper regards as pecs news the information furnished 

as to the public in connection with the proposed 

Income Tax, and observes that, if this tax had 

been imposed last year instead of the License Tax, both Government and 

the people might have been spared a good deal of trouble and hardship. 

The writer then refers to the small revenue which has been obtained from 

the License Tax, and the fallacy to which Sir Ashley Eden is even now 

found to stick, namely that persons with an annual income of Rs. 100 did 
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Amaypa Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


November 18th, 1879. 


not feel it as a burden. The License Tax produced the Surat riots, and — 


the rebellions of Chendriah and Phadke. It has done by far the greatest 
injury to the reputation of Government. The controversy relating 
to a famine fund, and all the abuses which have been heaped upon Govern- 
ment, might have been avoided if a tax on incomes had been imposed 
instead of the License Tax. — 

7. A correspondent of the same paper notices the visits of man- 
eating tigers which have now become more 
frequent in several villages of Jessore since 
the local authorities took away the fire-arms possessed by the inhabitants. 
Agricultural operations also have not been possible in many localities owing 
to the same cause. 

8. In publishing a translation of the autobiography of the notorious 
dacoit Vasudev Balavanta, the Hducation 
} Gazette, of the 21st November, condemns his 
conduct, and is gratified to learn that condign punishment has overtaken 
him. There can be no sympathy with the actions of a man who 
sought to destroy the peace of the empire and to subvert a rule which has 


for the last hundred years laboured to regenerate the people of this country. 
9. The Navavibhdkar, of the 24th November, after dwelling on the 


The Arms Act in J essore. 


Vasudev Balavanta. 


G ‘oe : } 
ore CTNAEE ee large majority of the people, proceeds to direct 


the attention of Lord Lytton to the provisions of certain rules regulating 
the operations of these Banks, which stand in the way of their becoming as 
useful as they might be expected to be. These are—first, the rule not made 
long ago which directs that no interest will be allowed for the month in 
which the money is deposited, or for that in which it is withdrawn ; secondly, 
that laying down that the amount of deposits in a year is not to exceed 
Rs. 500; and thirdly, the rate of interest, which is Rs. 8-12 per cent. 
The operation of the first tends in a great measure to defeat the very 
object for which Savings Banks have been established. People are induced 
to resort to them mainly by the consideration of the interest which is 
allowed on. their necessarily small deposits. Now if, as under the 
present arrangement, it is not allowed them for the period referred to, 
they are not very anxious as to the particular day of the month on which 
they make these deposits, knowing well that, whether early or late, interest 
for that month will not be given them. This often leads them to keep 
In their own custody money which they indeed have a mind to deposit 
in the Bank, but atill cannot help spending as occasion arises. 
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November 21st, 1879. 
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The Editor asks Government to alter this rule, and lay down that 
any deposits made later than the 10th of any month will not bear any 
interest for that month. On the second point, the amount of yearly deposit _ 
is asked to be raised to the limit of Rs. 1,000, as many who are not 
really well off can still manage to lay by more than Rs. 500 a year, 
Lastly, the present rate of interest is very low. In the interests of economy 
it should be raised to five per cent. 

10. We give below the substance of a long article in the same paper 
on the Income Tax :—After the retirement of 
Lord Northbrook from India, we had expected 
that his successor in the government of this country would remove the 
uneasiness in the popular mind by even surpassing him in the possession 
of manifold virtues. Unfortunately we have been disappointed. Lord 
Lytton took away our independence by passing the Press Act, and heaped 
insults upon our devoted heads by rebuking the members of the British 
Indian Association. Under the protection of the British Government, we 
enjoy peace though living from hand to mouth, but Government seems 
bent upon reducing even the present slender means of livelihood. 

The writer refutes the assertion of Sir John Strachey that the License 
Tax was coilected without much difficulty. A tax which produced fearful 
riots and heart-burning all over the land, could not certainly be spoken of in 
this way. Of course there were no such agitations as take place in Europe 
when any unpopular tax is imposed, but is not the discontent of the people 
a source of difficulty to a Government? Sir John Strachey should 
know that it is not in the nature of the law-abiding people of this country 
to make any seditious disturbances. Sir John’s statement regarding the 
condition of a person in this country, whose annual income is Rs. 100, shows 
a lamentable ignorance of the subject on his part. It is simply impossible 
for a person with even a small family to support himself un this income. 
The opinions of Sir Ashley Eden and Sir Richard Temple are not. worth 
much, considering that the former, as belonging to a wealthy family, has not 
seen much of poverty, and that the latter, when Finance Minister, did much 
to produce popular discontent. Sir John Strachey has rebuked those who had 
criticised his policy with reference to the famine fund. But may 
not one ask him what portion of the revenue obtained from the License 
Tax has been applied for the purpose of relieving the distress which was 
widely prevalent last year ? Has not Government acted most parsimoniously 
in this respect? The writer asks Government to fix the minimum limit of 
taxable income for traders at Rs. 1,000 instead of the present amount of 
Rs. 250; and in the case of salaried incomes at Rs. 1,800 a year. ‘The 
exemption of military officers is characterized as mvidious. 

11. The same paper, in commenting on the Factories Bill, regards it as 

The Factoriea Bill. a measure which has originated in the desire of 
, Manchester to ruin the cloth-mills of India. 
His other observations are similar to those noticed in paragraph 1. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


12. Under the nom de plume of Nepal Gazi, a correspondent has now for 
some months past regularly contributed to the 
columns of the Sehachar observations on the 
topics of the day in a language which is generally known 4s 
Musulmani-Bengali. His reflections were hitherto chiefly confined to 
social: and religious matters. This week the writer comments on the 
progress of affairs in Afghanistan and other matters, and we give below the 
substance of his remarks, The whole article is written in a sarcastic 


Reflections on the Cabul War, &c. 


vein :— 

General Roberts’ march upon Cabul has been executed with such 
rapidity that the horses and camels bave proved unequal to the task 
and succumbed on the way. Arms lie scattered everywhere on the 
line of march, and look as though they belonged to a routed army 
than to one bent upon a task of retaliation. Of course everything is 
different in Lord Lytton’s time. It is fortunate that they (the rulers) have 
not yet asked us to walk with heads on the ground and feet pointing towards 
the sky. But why all this extravagant expenditure? It would seem that 
General Roberts executed the task entrusted to him with so much expedi- 
tion, because otherwise it would not have been possible for him to claim the 
glory of having discomfited the Afghan rebels, 

Worthy son of a worthy father, Yakub Khan has abdicated his 
throne. Whatever faults he may have, even his enemies must say that 
rather than remain an obsequious prince, he has shewn a manly 
spirit by this act. It is not at all likely that Yakub did not know 
anything of what was going on in Cabul at the time of the massacre 
of the British Embassy. However, every man must reap as he has 
sown. General Stewart, formerly Superintendent of Convicts in the 
Andamans, has now, through the favour of Lord Lytton, got a command in 
Candahar. For a long time past the General had not smelt gunpowder. 
He has been posied to a snug locality where there is no war; but he has 
not been idle; he has killed 60,000 camels; and so perfect were his 
arrangements, that a number of SHuropean soldiers have perished by 
drowning. What more is required of a warrior beyond killing men and 
beasts? The railway to Candahar, when it is completed, will enable 
General Stewart, in the event of any pressure, to beat a retreat. So watch- 
ful is he that a robbery took place in his tent under his very nose. 

Who is to pay the costs (estimated at 70 lakhs) of constructing this 
railway ?- The proceeds of the License Tax for this year will probably go to 
meet this expenditure, which is certainly one which may be regarded as 
an outlay for the purposes of famine relief. Bravo! Strachey Pasha! Will 
you not, for this support, make me a K. C. B., or some such thing when these 
titles are being so lavishly distributed ? The writer then proceeds to eulogize 
“Sultan Lytton,” and Strachey Pasha for having passed the Press Act, the 
Arms Act, the License Tax Act, and for having brought about the 
Afghan War, and intending hostilities with Burma. Should this last 
take place, there will be at any rate cheap teakwood available. And 
what has not Strachey Pasha done for the country? He has (of course on 
paper) cheapened salt, expelled famine from the country, cheapened cloth by 
abolishing the cotton duties, and made his brother-in-law, Mr. Batten, 
Personal Assistant to the Viceroy. Mr. Batten is to our Sultan what his 


siaff is to a blind man. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, M.A. & B.L., 


Bengal Translator. 
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The 29th November 1879. 


Bengal Sect. Press—C. E. G.—Reg. N>. 10199—2-12 79 


= 
eae 


wiP x aes 
ow 
ae 


of >» 
23 
Re 5, 


